DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

Queen's Ministers and her mother and Lehzen
streamed down on them, and the honeymoon
was over. It is strange to think how completely
in later years the Queen ceased to regard the
session of Parliament as a reason for her presence
in London.

In the summer a new Regency Bill had to be
passed before Parliament was prorogued, for the
Queen expected to have a baby iu the following
November. Socially, Prince Albert's stiff and
un-English manners had not rendered him very
popular, but it is evident that the fine qualities
of his character had already earned him high
respect, for the Bill provided that, should the
Queen die in childbirth, he should be sole Regent
till her child came of age : he would thus for
eighteen years be King of England in all but name.
The Bill passed its third reading in both Houses
without opposition,

On November 21 the Queen gave birth to her first
child, a daughter. According to the barbaric usage
of the day Ministers of the Grown, with Archbishop
Howley of Canterbury and the Bishop of London,
were assembled in the room adjoining that in which
the Queen was in unana^sthethed labour, and of which
the door was open* There was a little disappointment
when Dr. Locock, who was within with the midwife
and Prince Albert, was heard saying to the mother ;
" Oh, Madam, it is a Princess ! " but a confident voice
from the bed answered him, "Well, next time it will
be a Prince." Then the new-born girl was brought
out in a blanket on a tray as Nature had just made
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